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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to PBAI decision of 11/08/06 . 
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2. £3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-43 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date : . 
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Reasons for Allowance 

On 8 November 2006, the Board reversed the Examiner's rejection. 
Claims 1-43 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance for 
independent claim 1. 

The Board found that: 

... [prior art is not shown to] teach or make obvious a gateway that captures uploads and 
also tracks information characterizing a particular media asset of interest at the media 
gateway as the particular asset is being uploaded to the gateway. 

[the Board does not find] that Chui teaches or suggests modifying Ginter to include the 
gateway and tracking features discussed with respect to claims 1 and 22. 



Discussion of Closest Prior Art 

The closest US prior art of record is Ginter (US 5,892,900). The Board found 
that Ginter does not teach the claimed media gateway, as defined in the specification, 
that is, a device that captures wireless and wireline uploads from various devices and 
tracks information about the user session. See page 3, decision of 8 November 2006. 

The Board found that Ginter is not found to teach features of claim 1 , including: 

...tracking information, at a media gateway, characterizing a particular media asset of 
interest that is uploaded to the media gateway associated with the data network, wherein 
the media gateway captures a plurality of media assets uploaded from a plurality of 
devices; 

...receiving a request to engage one or more of said service providers to perform one or 
more services for the particular media asset; and 

...tracking transaction information allowing billing of the requested services, wherein the 
transaction information includes information indicating which of the service providers 
performed a service for the particular media asset. 

The closest non-US prior art of record is Shapira et al., WO 01/33470 A1 , 
published on 10 May 2001 , classified in G06F 17/60. Shapira discloses tracking and 
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reporting electronic commerce activity over web sites. However, Shapira makes no 
mention of a gateway, as a device that captures wireless and wireline uploads from 
various devices and tracks information about the user session. 

The closest non-patent literature is an article by Neil McCormick, "How you'll 
obtain songs from now on: What does Internet access to the world's music libraries 
mean for the $40-billion-a-year music industry?. In a word: revolution" [National 
Edition], National Post . Don Mills, Ont.: Jan 3, 2000 . pg. D.9, 3 pages, downloaded 
from the ProQuest on the Internet on 20 March 2007. McCormick mentions gateway, 
but does not specifically disclose that the gateway is a device that captures wireless 
and wireline uploads from various devices and tracks information about the user 
session. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue gee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statements for Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H. Zurita whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6766. The examiner can normally be reached on 8a-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 571-272-7159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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